Rules and Regulations
Module 1- The Child Care Professional and the Law
The goals of this course are to help you understand:

· How the law defines your roles and responsibilities as a child care professional.
· Responsibilities of regulatory agencies involved in licensing and inspecting child care programs.
· Primary laws, rules, and regulations that govern state and local licensing and child care practices.
· The role of professionalism for a child care provider. 

Hook – video and/or newspaper article (video on Little Paws website or http://digitaljournal.com/article/325523 article file: Monster Closet on Little Paws website or http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/05/25/monster-closet-used-to-pu_n_1546426.html?view=print&comm_ref=false)
Discuss video and/or article. Conclude discussion with: Laws, rules and regulations relating to child care exist in Florida to protect children from abuse, neglect, injury, and exploitation. 
Divide students into small groups of 3 or 4. These teams are flexible as the instructor needs or desire them to be for the module or course. 
Engagement strategy: Jot Notes
1. Each group has post-it notes or small pieces of paper and a larger piece of paper in the middle.
2. Topic: Think of ways that laws protect children, families, and child care professionals.
3. Give students 2 minutes to jot down one idea on a piece of paper or post-it note. 
4. Give students 5 minutes to take turns reading their jot and placing it on the large paper and create categories for their jotted ideas.
5. Optional – instructor creates large board and teams come to a consensus on categories and items that belong in each category. 
6. Optional – instructor foreshadows categories and items that are discussed in this course. 
7. Closure – it is very important for all child care providers to know, understand, and follow the laws that govern child care in the State of Florida. Child care laws, rules and regulations are in place to protect children, families, and child care professionals. 
Introduce students to websites that will be used during the course:
Department of children and family services are responsible for determining state rules pertaining to child care and enforcing the rules by licensing and inspecting child care facilities: http://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/child-care
Florida Statutes: http://ccrain.fl-dcf.org/documents/1/451.pdf#nameddest=402.26 and for the actual statutes: Note – XXIX Public Health  - Chapter 402- Sections 26-319 http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/Index.cfm Discuss the concept that the statues are made up of individual laws which are passed by the legislature. Each year, new statutes appear for the first time, some are rewritten or amended, and some stay the same. Statutes are written and proposed by the Florida Senate and House of Representatives. They are signed into law by the governor. 
Florida Administrative Code: https://www.flrules.org/ Discuss the concept that the code is made up of the rules that are created by the Department of Children and Families and enforced by the Department of Children and families and many other state and local agencies. Rules and regulations are based on the Florida statutes. The Florida Department of Children and Families governs many aspects of child care in the state, and its staff members write the rules and regulations that appear in the Florida Administrative Code. 
Americans with Disabilities Act: http://www.ada.gov/ Discuss that this federal law was passed in 1990 and prohibits discrimination of people who are handicapped or disabled. ADA calls for “reasonable accommodation” of the needs of people who are handicapped or disabled. The goals of ADA are to promote community integration by prohibiting discrimination based on disability; to create early intervention services for infants and toddlers (age birth to 3 years) with special needs and their families; and to provide non-discriminatory, multidisciplinary evaluation by qualified professionals.
Introduce students to other agencies:
Local fire departments inspect child care facilities and educate child care professionals about minimizing fires and other threats to safety. 
Local health departments determine ordnances pertaining to public health and inspect child care facilities to enforce these ordinances.
Local licensing agencies establish, regulate and enforce rules and local ordinances which meet or exceed state standards. 

How bad can it be?
Video and/or newspaper article close (video on Little Paws website or http://miami.cbslocal.com/2014/02/27/toddler-dies-at-daycare-staffer-charged-with-manslaughter/ article file: Drowning on Little Paws website or http://www.miamiherald.com/2014/02/26/v-print/3961546/west-miami-dade-daycare-staffer.html )

